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DEAR PRESIDENT, DEAR DEMETRIS…
I expressed the opinion in the past that Cyprus, in its tragic course after the Turkish invasion, was particularly unlucky because: “The two large political forces, AKEL and DISY, which command an overwhelming majority of the people (67%), never managed to work together in an effective manner for the solution of the Cyprus problem or create a Coalition of Peace, despite the fact that their standpoints on Cyprus did not differ in a substantive way”.

I recall when at the National Council, 25-30 years back, Glafcos Clerides and AKEL Chief Ezekias Papaioannou were almost on the same wavelength but they were separated by an abyss on ideology; I also recall, dear Demetris, when, in those years, Papaioannou, irritated by the views expressed by the predecessors in office of your current allies, banged his hand on the table, picked his documents and stormed out of the President’s office, whereupon Spyros Kyprianou made a sign to me to run after him and convince him to return, before he reached the exit of the Presidential Palace, where the journalists might have realized what had happened … I recall in despair that party fanaticism never allowed logic to prevail and has led this country to her current predicament.

Now, dear Demetris, you are elected to the highest office of the land. It might have been probably better, if you were elected five years earlier, when conditions were easier; before construction on Greek properties in the north went ten times up; before the number of Turkish settlers was doubled (we now need 1000 Airbuses to send them off); before we lost the confidence of the Turkish Cypriots. Similarly it would have been much better if Glafcos Clerides were elected as President at the end of the 1970s, when the first efforts for a solution were made; when the smell of partition in the atmosphere of Cyprus was not so suffocating. Perhaps, dear Demetris, both you and Clerides reached the top at a very late stage in the life of Cyprus …

Alexandre Dumas wrote in his book “The Count of Monte Cristo” that human wisdom is summed up in two words: “Wait and hope”. Cyprus however has no further margins to “wait and hope”. What can we really wait for? Shall we sit back and inhale the fumes emitted from the shallow, colourless and tasteless rhetoric of many politicians, who cannot introduce any new ideas, have no political courage to display and no hope radiating around them?  Shall we sit back and be stupefied by phrases such as “bastions” “dedication to principles” “selfless willingness to serve the people” uttered by political wheeler-dealers? We have waited and hoped enough, dear Dumas. We need something serious, beyond the realm of insipidity and nonsense.  Cyprus should be the land of the “Green leaves” as the song goes, not the land of a lot of baloney. 

So, here you are, Demetris. Personally I supported John Kasoulides, a distinguished person and a decent politician. I believe though that you are also endowed with principles – and you know this, since we first met at the offices of the Liberal Party in 1987. Your passage through politics has been correct so far. Your footsteps were cautious, with the exception of the sad period of 4.5 years which you spent in the tent of Tassos Papadopoulos. You say that you aim at a just solution and at social justice.  Cyprus needs both.

As I have been in politics for a longer period of time than you, allow me, President Demetris, to express some views in regard to the minefield which you will soon enter:

1)  Unfortunately, in the present circumstances, whatever you do may be judged as wrong. A solution acceptable to both communities will be bitter, very bitter and very difficult to achieve. No-solution will be even more bitter. It will be tantamount to partition and a Kosovo-type situation. It will fill our psyche with the ghosts of Constantinoupolis, of Pontos, of Smyrni …Ghosts which may stay forever…

2)  Abide by your principles. Stick to the mandate of the 67% of the people who voted for Kasoulides and Christofias on the first Sunday of the elections. Some of those who are allied with you today were saying a few days ago that “your resistance on national issues is weak” Now these people are jostling for a seat on the train of power, the train of “the weak resistance on national issues”. What a shame! Stay, Demetris, unswervingly loyal to what you declared recently: “Nobody owes anything to anybody. We all owe to our conscience, to our country and to the people of Cyprus”. This is what you said. You only have a duty to your country. To nobody else.

3)  I do not anticipate that the Plan which Ban-Ki-moon may submit will be any better than the previous ones. During the past 50 years we are going down the hill, never up. Negotiate the Plan with courage, wisdom and arguments. Do not aim at the absolute or the unattainable. Do not lock yourself into a closet. Do not see through the peephole. At the end of the day tell the truth to the people with clarity and outspokenness. Without misrepresentations and distortions, as you charged that had happened in the recent past. Act as a national leader, not as a political pygmy. And let the people decide.

4)  The Turkish Cypriots are characterized by a feeling of arrogance due to the strength of the Turkish military and at the same time a syndrome of subordination to Ankara. These traits are not very helpful. On the other hand I must remind you that many times in the past we were not fair and correct with the Turkish Cypriots, especially during the first 14 years of the Republic of Cyprus. Both communities are to blame for the collapse in 1974. You must possess the courage, dear Demetris, to admit our mistakes. Such an admission constitutes a supreme virtue. And if you want to be fair, when you negotiate you must have in mind our own misdeeds as well.

5)  Do not follow the political footprints of your predecessor in office. His stance on Cyprus during the past 50 years has been impermissible. Even Spyros Kyprianou, who was well known for his constant negativeness, considered Papadopoulos as intransigent and rejectionist and that he was harmful to the Cyprus cause. So he fired him from the post of Interlocutor in July 1978. My old friend Tassos has committed many other blunders as well. He was arrogant with the press,  the public at large and he also misbehaved when his motorcade was moving from place to place. By an article of mine in October 2004 I reminded him that the Roman Emperors, when moving in town, had a servant standing next to them, whispering in their ear: “ Memento homo” (“remember that you are a mortal”), so that they would behave with humility. Such whispers never reached Tassos’ ears. Furthermore he would not tolerate dissenting views, he was wrong in the field of meritocracy, in the selection of his close aides and in many other issues. Do not follow his example. He paid a bitter price.

6)  Create and maintain good relations with Europe, the international community and the mighty countries which have vested interests in our part of the world. Their political, military and financial clout is hundreds of times stronger than ours. Of course you should never pledge Cyprus to such countries or interests. But you should also never ignore them. We did so in the past and we paid the price in 1974. You are sufficiently astute and able so as to find the necessary balance in a game of acrobatic rope-walking. If you fall, Cyprus will go down with you. And there will be no safety net.

7)  Bring Greece back to the problem of Cyprus. In recent years Greece left us to decide and act on our own. She was estranged by our incoherent and ineffective actions. She became fed up with us. Correct our course and try to be convincing. Not with smiles and embraces. Win Greece back by convincing them that you mean business.

8)  Extend a hand of cooperation to the Democratic Rally, at least in the field of the national problem. I believe that there will be a positive response. You will need the strong strategic national reserves of the Rally party when you come 

across the Labours of Hercules, as I described the Cyprus problem in a previous article of mine.

You have reached the moment of Truth, President. The Clock of History was set to restart at 4pm on the 28th February 2008. The humble boy of Dikomo village holds the fate of Cyprus in his hands. “We have been waiting day and night for the wind to blow” the song goes….Will Demetris manage to bring about the “wind of peace” to Cyprus? This is the wish of all of us.
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